WIC PRODUCE CONNECTION

WIC Produce Connection (formerly WIC
Project FRESH) provides women, infants,
and children with benefits (funds) that can
only be spent on Michigan grown fruits and
vegetables and must be spent during the
growing season, defined as June - November
annually.

Monthly WIC Cash Value Benefits (CVB) for fruits and vegetables can also

be accepted year-round by farmers authorized to accept WIC Produce

Connection.

RETAILER REQUIREMENTS
Farmers must grow some or all of the fruit and/or vegetables
they sell.

PROGRAM APPLICATION

Growers are approved by Michigan WIC team members involved with the
Produce Connection program.

Email mdhhs-produceconnection@michigan.gov to request an application.

EQUIPMENT

TotilPay Go on Apple iOS is the only mobile wireless option currently
available to accept WIC Produce Connection benefits.

Other options require a direct connection either through a landline phone
line or through an internet modem.

HOW TO GET STARTED
* First, request an application by emailing mdhhs-produceconnection@
michigan.gov
* Then, request equipment support by filling out MIFMA’s application
at www.mifma.org/equipment

The Michigan Farmers Market Association (MIFMA) supports the viability
of community-driven marketplaces so they can connect all consumers to
local farms and businesses.

To learn more, visit our website at MIFMA.org.
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PATHWAYS FOR FARMERS T0
ACCEPT ELECTRONIC FOOD
ASSISTANCE BENEFITS

This document is a quide for farmers to explore the most common food
assistance programs utilized in Michigan and explain the simple steps to
start accepting them. The Michigan Farmers Market Association (MIFMA)
is here to help you navigate the application process and get the right
technology in place so you can start with confidence.

The process for each program involves two steps. First, you must apply
directly with the organization that administers each program for approval.
Once you’ve begun your application, you can apply with MIFMA to receive
the necessary point of sale equipment to use at your farm or market. After
that, all that’s left to do is grow!


http://www.mifma.org/equipment

SNAP EBT BRIDGE CARD

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), previously known as ‘food
stamps’ and currently also known as EBT
(Electronic Benefits Transfer) or the Bridge
Card, provides participants with benefits
(funds) to purchase any eligible food items
at authorized retailers.

This federal program operates year-round, and eligible items include but
are not limited to fruits, vegetables, dairy, breads, eggs, and meats.

RETAILER REQUIREMENTS

Most farms will qualify to accept SNAP if
51% or more of your annual sales are from
sales of four staple food groups:

Fruit and Vegetables
Meat, Poultry, and Fish
Dairy Products

Breads or Cereals
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PROGRAM APPLICATION
Apply anytime at: https://www.fna.usda.gov/snap/retailer/apply-to-accept

SENIOR PROJECT FRESH

Senior Project Fresh provides adults aged 60 years
or older with benefits (funds) that can only be spent
on Michigan grown fruits, vegetables, and honey
during the growing season, defined as May through
October annually.

RETAILER REQUIREMENTS

Farmers must grow or produce some or all of the fruit, vegetables,
and/or honey they sell.

PROGRAM APPLICATION

Applications are approved by program staff within the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and can be found
here: https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/adults-and-
seniors/acls/special-programs/senior-project-freshmarket-fresh

Applications can take up to 45 days to review once completed and should
not be completed more than 60 days before the marketplace opens for the
first time ever. SNAP Retailers are approved and monitored by USDA Food
and Nutrition Administration (FNA).

EQUIPMENT

Specialized point-of-sale equipment is necessary for processing
SNAP EBT transactions. Options are also available via a mobile app
(TotilPay Go) or through dedicated machines like Clover and PAX
devices.

HOW TO GET STARTED

* First, create an account and start your application at www.fna.usda.
gov/snap/retailer/apply-to-accept

* Then, request equipment support by filling out MIFMA’s application
at www.mifma.org/equipment

Contact information: MDHHS-SeniorProjectFresh@michigan.gov

EQUIPMENT

The program operates through the mobile app Healthy Together that can
be utilized on mobile devices operating on Android or Apple iOS.

HOW TO GET STARTED

» First, start your application by downloading the Healthy Together
app at www.healthytogether.co

e Then, request equipment support by filling out MIFMA’s application
at www.mifma.org/equipment
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Interested in accepting food assistance
henefits at your market or farm stand

and receiving your own no-cost wireless
equipment?

Let us help! MIFMA can support you every step of the way
through the application process.

For more information or if you have questions, contact us at
FoodAccess@MIFMA.org with the subject line “No-Cost Wireless
Equipment” or call 517-432-3381.

When you’re ready, complete the form at www.mifma.org/
equipment to officially request your equipment!

Benefits of accepting Food Assistance Benefits include:

I Attracting new customers
For example, each month over 1 million
Michigan residents receive more
than $233 million in SNAP benefits.
Accepting food assistance benefits
welcomes these potential customers to
your market or farm stand!

I Qualifying for Double Up Food Bucks
Markets and farms that accept SNAP
are eligible to participate in Double
Up Food Bucks, a program that allows
shoppers to double their SNAP dollars.
This means shoppers get twice as much
fresh produce, and vendors make twice
as many sales!

I Increasing food access
Help low-income families in your
community get the food they need to
feed their families by accepting different
types of food assistance programs at
your market.
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What products are eligible?
¢ Que productos son elegibles?
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Fresh MI-Grown Fruits & Vegetables
Frutas y verduras frescas de Mi

All Fresh Fruits & Vegetables
Todas las frutas y verduras frescas

Fresh Herbs
Hierbas frescas

Food Producing Plants
Plantas productoras de alimentos

Mushrooms % % %
Hongos

Maple Syrup
Jarabe de arce

Honey
Miel

Packaged foods like breads, baked goods,
and jams/jellies

Alimentos envasados como panes, productos
horneados y mermeladas/jaleas

Meat, Dairy & Eqggs
Carne, lacteos, y huevos

Hot, Prepared Foods
Alimentos preparados calientes

*Fresh mushrooms only. ~ *Hongos frescos solamente.  has r@\b}\ Shal\

For assistance applying for SNAP benefits or to find other resources,
call the F.O.R. helpline at 1-888-544-8773

For technical assistance or to request additional materials, contact FoodAccess@mifma.org.



