Join MIFMA in Launching a Strategic

Initiatives Fund to Support Community-
Driven Marketplaces

Founded in 2006, the Michigan Farmers Market Association (MIFMA) is at the stage in its
development when it can appreciate its history and position for future growth. In celebration of
MIFMA’s 20th anniversary, we invite you to join us in launching a new Strategic Initiatives Fund
to advance our mission of supporting the viability of community-driven marketplaces so they can
connect all consumers to local farms and businesses.

Purpose

The Strategqic Initiatives Fund will support innovative and impactful projects that align with
MIFMA’s mission and strategic goals. The intention is to reserve funds to meet special targets

of opportunity or need and to increase capacity, such as through staff development, research,

or investment in infrastructure that will build long-term impact. These funds will be available to
support innovations in MIFMA’s programming, to be dispensed to our partners or members, and/
or to serve as matching funds to draw in additional governmental grants or philanthropic dollars to
support aligned initiatives.

Fund Generation and Growth

MIFMA has established the Strategic Initiatives Fund with an initial investment of $20,000. In
honor of our 20th Anniversary, MIFMA is launching a campaign to match that initial investment with
donations from partners, corporations, and individuals. Our goal is to begin making disbursements
from the fund in 2027 with an initial balance of at least $40,000. We will remain committed to the
ongoing growth of the fund to create lasting impact over MIFMA’s continued longevity.

How will the fund work?

Annually in October, a call for proposals will be made for initiatives that align with MIFMA’s mission
and strategic plan. Applicants will be asked to describe how the project aligns with the mission,

is innovative, creates impact, and is both feasible and sustainable. In November, a review panel
composed of MIFMA staff, board and committee members, organizational friends, and community-
driven marketplace members will review and evaluate proposals. Awards will be announced
annually in January and an Annual Report will be published in August to communicate impacts of
awards from the previous year and highlight current recipients. The parameters of this fund were
envisioned based on the principles of Trust Based Philanthropy.

MIFMA views innovation as the process of solving a problem in new ways
through new ideas, methods, products, and/or services. New solutions
should be ones that have not been tested in Michigan with community-driven
marketplaces by MIFMA or any other organization or individual, to the best
of our knowledge. Innovations can be tested in other fields but not yet with
community-driven marketplaces.



https://www.trustbasedphilanthropy.org/overview

How can you support the Strategic Initiatives Fund?

MIFMA is now accepting donations designated for the Strategic Initiatives Fund. Donors to the fund
will be recognized on our website, through our social media channels, at our 20th Anniversary
Celebration to be held on September 27, 2026, and in a press release announcing the request

for proposals opening in October 2027. Both one time and ongoing annual pledges are welcomed
and donations can be made in any amount. Donors of $5,000 or more will be considered Strategic
Investors and will be welcomed to have a representative join the review panel for the 2027 request
for proposals.

Pledge Form
On behalf of , | pledge a donation of $ to MIFMA’s Strategqic Initiative Fund.

Name:

Email:

Please send me an invoice with a link to complete my donation.

To receive full recognition, donations should be submitted to MIFMA no later than September 18, 2026.
To make a pledge or donation digitally (preferred), please visit MIFMA.org/Donate.

MIFMA welcomes donations from entities that support our mission of supporting the viability of
community-driven marketplaces so they can connect all consumers to local farms and businesses. MIFMA
reserves the right to decline a donation if mission alignment is not perceived. Your donation is non-
refundable.
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